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Improving Culture, arts and 
sporting opportunities through 
planning 

The Town and Country Planning Association have 
produced a good practice guide for improving culture, arts 
and sporting opportunities through planning. The sections 
relating to theatre have been drafted in consultation 
with The Theatres Trust and contain the following advice. 

Community Assets 

The Localism Act 2011 allows communities to nominate a 
building or other land that they believe to be important to 
community well being. If a successfully nominated asset 
comes up for sale local community organisations have six 
months to exercise the right to make an offer to purchase 
at market value. If you do not own the freehold of your 
theatre, or even if you do, you should consider applying to 
your local council for it to be registered as a community 
asset, as it gives it protection and helps to highlight its 
value. 

The Place of Theatres and Arts Venues 

Places for the arts, theatres etc. are often the focal point 
of the community. Local Planning Authorities are required 
to consult The Theatres Trust on any planning applications 
involving land on which there is a theatre or which will 
have an impact on a theatre. Theatres are protected by 
planning law, in so far as they are sui generis, a separate 
use class, and therefore cannot be changed without 
planning permission. Planning Authorities are required to 
take several factors into account in preparing local plans 
(see checklist below). You can help to ensure that the 
needs of your theatre are included in those plans. 
Planning Authorities are also advised in the TCPA 
guidance, to set a strategic vision for the provision of arts 
venues and theatres, and in doing so to take the following 
into account: 
 

 Engage with and take account of advice 

from The Theatres Trust and ensure 

that other key stakeholders are involved 

in the planning process. 

 Identify and understand the role that 

existing provision plays within their area. 

 Undertake a needs and impact 

assessment in order to understand 

the local need for facilities and how they 

operate. 

 Consider policies to protect existing 

theatres, including their maintenance, by 

exploring widening access and use by 

other activities such as community 

leisure activities, tourism and the night-

time economy. 

 Consider the use of the Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and planning 

obligations such as Section 106 to 

deliver the protection, promotion and 

development of performing arts venues. 

 Ensure that the design of theatres is 

flexible so that the needs of diverse 

audiences can be met and patterns of 

use can change, as well as providing 

for different art forms. 

 Improve the sustainability and energy 

performance of theatres. 

 Improve accessibility. 

 Ensure sufficient consideration is given 

to the provision of cultural facilities for 

young people and those with special 

needs. 

 

All of these matters will affect your venue and you 
should engage with your local council and Local 
Planning Authority to ensure that they are taken into 
account in the preparation of local planning policies 
and in their implementation. 

The Planning Process 

Under the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), there are several opportunities for 
you to ensure that the correct questions are asked to 
ensure that the cultural needs of your community 
(including the development of your theatre) are taken 

into account. A checklist is appended.

 

  



Check List relating to Planning Policies 

 Planning Policies within the NPPF Questions for theatres to consider 

Achieving sustainable development ·         Does your Local Plan set out aspirations for improving 

cultural well-being 
·         What is needed to achieve this  

Ensuring the vitality of Town Centres ·         What conversations do you need to have with Town 

Centre managers to ensure diversity in terms of arts and 

culture  

Supporting the rural economy ·         Do you need to talk to your parish council about 

meeting local needs?  

Requiring good design ·         If you are undertaking a capital development and it 

needs planning permission can you demonstrate your 

contribution to good design?  

Promoting healthy communities ·         Can you be more actively engaged?  

Conserving and enhancing the historic 

environment 
·         Have you contributed to the local heritage and/or 

conservation strategy?  

Plan Making – Local Plans ·         How effectively have you put your case to planners in 

the plan making process?  

Plan making – using a proportionate 

evidence base 
·         What economic, social, cultural and environmental 

evidence can you provide on the need for your theatre. 
·         How do you get involved in the development of CIL 

charging levels and infrastructure assessments?  

Ensuring viability and deliverability ·         How do you become engaged in this process? 
  

Neighbourhood plans ·         Is there scope to consider the costs and benefits of a 

culture-led neighbourhood plan for your area? 
·         Are cultural practitioners represented in the 

development of such plans?  

Decision Taking ·         Can you present evidence to planners to enable them 

to develop cultural policies to protect and ensure the 

ongoing viability of your theatre and make informed 

decisions on planning applications? 
·         How do you ensure that cultural provision can be 

delivered without impacting on development viability? 
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